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morals at all. No one has any idea whether
Shakespeare- had any religion, or what it
was; and he above all great writers that
ever lived seems to have taken an absolutely
impersonal view of the sins and affections of
men and women. No one is scouted or
censured or condemned in Shakespeare; one
sees and feels the point of view of his villains
and rogues; one feels with them that they
somehow could hardly have done otherwise
than they did; and to effect that is perhaps
the crown of art.

But nowadays the poet, with whom one
may include some few novelists, is really a
very independent person. I am not now
speaking of those who write basely and
crudely, to please a popular taste. They
have their reward; and after all they are
little more than mountebanks, the end of
whose show is to gather up pence in the
ring.

But the poet in verse is listened to by
few people, unless he is very great indeed;
and even so his reward is apt to be intangible
and scanty; while to be deliberately a lesser
poet is perhaps the most unworldly thing
that a man can do, because he thus courts de-
rision ; indeed, if there is a bad sign of the